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Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Virginia  Military  Records. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY, 

William  Hodges  Mann,  Governor  of  Virginia. 

The  attention  of  your  Excellency  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  following 
report  which  deals  with  the  work  being  done  by  the  office  of  Virginia  Military  Records,  and  some 
matters  of  importance  relative  thereto. 

Upon  assuming  the  duties  of  this  office  I  proceeded  to  familiarize  myself  with  its  status  and  its 
limitations  as  then  existing,  and  to  formulate  a  systematic  method  by  which  to  conduct  the  work.  In 
compliance  with  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  1910,  I  immediately  caused  to  be  prepar- 
^iMnr«hls-«r»ri  lorrro  rooorrl  hnntra  ”  in  wViio.h  to  “aconratelv  and  leeriblv  transcribe  all  the 
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names  of  such  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,  and  all  muster  rolls,  records  and  other  material  matter, 
showing  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  several  companies,  battalions,  regiments  and  other  mili¬ 
tary  organizations  from  Virginia,  in  the  military,  naval  or  marine  service  of  the  Confederate  States, 
whether  regulars,  volunteers,  militia,  reserves,  home  guards,  or  local  troops.” 

These  books  have  been  so  prepared  that  the  foregoing  requirements  will  appear  under  the  following 
headings  and  according  to  the  following  outline;  “Company,-  Regiment,-  Brigade,-  Name,-  Date  and 
place  of  enlistment,-  Rank,-  Remarks.”  Under  these  the  object  is  to  give  a  concise  synopsis  of  the 
military  history  of  each  soldier  whose  name  appears,  designating  those  killed  or  wounded,  when  and 
where,  captured,  in  what  battle,  transferred  to  what  command  or  department  and  for  what  service, 
detailed,  if  permanent  and  upon  what  duty,  deserted,  when  and  where,  and  such  other  data  deemed  of 
importance  to  perfect  the  record. 

So  far  in  the  progress  of  this  work  four  of  the  six-hundred  page  registers  have  been  consumed, 
embracing  the  enrollment  of  forty  thousand  infantry,  running  from  the  first  to  the  forty-fourth 
regiments  of  the  regular  service.  Some  of  the  companies  of  these  regiments  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  secure,  but  am  filling  them  in  from  time  to  time  as  fast  as  possible. 

No  diligence  is  being  spared  to  secure  the  muster  rolls  still  required  by  this  office,  and  there  are 
many,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  my  efforts  have  met  with  success  far  beyond  my  expectations. 
In  the  month  of  September,  alone,  I  secured  from  different  sources  fifteen  muster  rolls  in  the  short 
period  of  twenty  days. 

It  may  be  pertinent  to  call  your  Excellency’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  were  in  the  service 
of  the  Confederate  States  from  Virginia,  sixty  four  regiments  of  regular  infantry  besides  the  battalions, 
local  troops,  militia,  reserves,  departmental  organization,  and  other  organizations,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  artillery,  cavalry  and  naval  arms  of  the  service,  to  be  compiled  and  recorded  by  this  office. 


I  have  also  in  preparation  a  card  index  of  the  staff  officers  of  every  branch  of  the  service,  includ¬ 
ing  the  surgical  and  engineering  departments  together  with  the  officers  of  the  navy.  When  this  shall 
have  been  completed  I  have  in  contemplation  the  preparation  of  a  general  index  as  a  means  of  ready 
reference  to  any  name  in  any  branch  of  the  service. 

Your  Excellency  can  therefore,  readily  appreciate  the  magnitude  of  the  work  still  to  be  done, 
the  completion  of  which  will  require  several  years  of  intelligent  and  comprehensive  labor.  There  are 
many  muster  rolls,  especially  of  those  regiments  between  the  forty-fourth  and  the  sixty-fourth,  as  well 
as  a  large  number  of  the  cavalry,  still  to  be  collected  by  this  office.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  there 
are  some  regiments  of  which  not  a  single  muster  roll  has  as  yet  been  secured. 

In  the  discharge  of  my  duty  I  have  not  counted  hours  and  the  work  has  been  pressed  as  rapidly 
as  continuous  effort  has  made  possible.  1  wish  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  W.  Sam  Burnley  as  my  assistant  when  I  assumed  command  of  this  department.  He  brings  to  the 
discharge  of  his  part  of  the  work,  not  only  unusual  intelligence  and  appreciation  of  its  importance,  but 
a  hearty  co-operation  with  me,  together  with  untiring  industry.  It  is  my  hope,  should  you  continue 
me  as  chief  of  this  office,  that  some  arrangement  can  and  will  be  made  to  retain  him. 

One  vital  reason  for  the  continuation  of  this  office  and  the  ardent  prosecution  of  the  work  at  this 
time,  is  the  fact  that  the  most  accurate  and  reliable  information  conducive  to  the  successful  compila¬ 
tion  of  Confederate  muster  rolls,  is  to  be  had,  mainly,  from  the  surviving  Confederate  veterans,  whose 
ranks,  alas,  are  fast  thinning.  With  them  will  go  the  golden  opportunity  which  has  already  passed  far 
beyond  its  meridian. 

But  a  few7  days  ago  I  wrote  to  a  “Comrade,”  whose  name  had  just  been  furnished  me,  for  a  muster 
roll  of  his  command.  My  letter  reached  him  too  late  for  death  closed  his  career  before  he  could  com¬ 
ply  with  my  request. 

The  office  of  Virginia  Military  Records  is  steadily  growing  in  importance  and  usefulness,  as  is 
attested  by  the  numerous  visitors  who  come  in  search  of  military  data,  to  inspect  the  work  and  to  note 
its  progress.  Many  letters  requesting  information  are  received.  Much  time  is  necessarily  devoted  to  a 
correspondence  which  covers  every  section  of  this  Country,  and  the  office  is  continually  furnishing 
valuable  information  and  data,  not  only  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  but  also  to  many  who  have  made 
their  homes  in  distant  states. 

In  my  labors  I  have  received  material  assistance  from  a  large  number  of  those  having  the  work  at 
heart.  For  this,  and  for  their  many  kind  words  of  commendation  and  encouragement,  I  am  deeply 
grateful . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOS.  V.  BIDGOOD, 

Secretary. 


